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AKADEMIJA ZNANOSTI ZA TRAINOSTNI RAZVO SLOVENIDE

INFORMATION ON THE PROPOSED DISSOLUTION OF THE ACADEMY
OF SCIENCES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF SLOVENIA

The Academy of Sciences for Sustainable Development of Slovenia is a national
scientific institution established by law by the Republic of Slovenia in June 2025, in
recognition of the public interest in fostering interdisciplinary scientific cooperation to
address sustainable development and long-term development challenges.

In the short period of its existence the Academy organized several scientific
discussions, published two books (Challenges to Sustainable development of
Slovenia (2024) and Contributions to the Sustainable Development Goals of Slovenia
(2026)), while the third book is being in the publishing process (Crossroads of the
European Union). In addition, the Academy published six public statements on the
pressing national and international development issues.

Just over a year after its establishment, the Ministry of Education, Science and Youth
of the new Government of Slovenia prepared a draft law providing for the dissolution
of the Academy. The proposal was prepared without any prior independent expert
evaluation of the Academy’s work, without any dialogue with the Academy, and
without clearly stated reasons explaining why the institution should cease to exist.
Nor were alternatives to dissolution presented or a comprehensive assessment made
of the consequences of such a decision.

A fundamental question therefore remains unanswered: what has changed so
substantially in just over a year since the Academy was established that the public
interest which led the Republic of Slovenia to establish it by law is now considered
no longer to exist?

The documentation accompanying the proposal does not identify any tasks that the
Academy failed to perform adequately, objectives that it failed to achieve, or
shortcomings in its work that would justify its dissolution. Nor does it indicate the
expert or scientific criteria, if any, against which its work was assessed.
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Before a decision of such magnitude is taken, one would reasonably expect an
independent assessment of the Academy’s work to date, its achievements, the
scientific networks it has established, and its development potential. Such an
evaluation would provide the necessary factual and expert basis for an informed
decision about its future.

The Academy’s mission reflects the increasingly interconnected nature of the major
challenges facing contemporary societies. Climate change, the energy and green
transitions, artificial intelligence and other transformative technologies, demographic
change, migration, food and energy security, the protection of natural resources and
biodiversity, and societal resilience cannot be effectively addressed within the
boundaries of a single scientific discipline. They require cooperation across the
natural sciences, engineering and technology, biomedical sciences, social sciences
and humanities, as well as institutions capable of fostering long-term scientific
reflection across disciplinary boundaries.

The Academy was established to provide a platform for precisely this kind of
interdisciplinary scientific cooperation. For a small and open country such as
Slovenia, knowledge, research, innovation, and the capacity to connect different
fields of science are essential to long-term economic and social development,
competitiveness, and quality of life. Scientific institutions also provide continuity of
expertise and scientific reflection beyond individual political terms and short-term
priorities.

The Academy has also established international scientific cooperation and is a
member of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), an international
network operating under the auspices of the United Nations.

Such a decision, may raise questions among international scientific partners about
the stability and predictability of Slovenia’s institutional environment for science.

The Presidency and members of the Academy call upon the competent authorities of
the Republic of Slovenia to withdraw the proposal for the dissolution of the Academy
and, before taking any further decision, to ensure an independent expert evaluation
of the Academy’s work and development potential and to engage in substantive

dialogue with the Academy. AZT ? S
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The issue extends beyond the future of a single institution. It raises broader
questions about the place of science in society, institutional stability, interdisciplinary
cooperation, and Slovenia’s commitment to a long-term, knowledge-based approach
to sustainable development.
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Academician Igor Emri; Professor Andreja Gomboc; Professor Milena Horvat;
Professor Jana Javornik, PhD; Professor Emerita Maca Jogan; Professor Lucka Kajfez
Bogataj; Dr Tomaz Kalin; Professor Aleksandra Kanjuo Mrcela; Professor Emeritus
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Miheljak; Professor Vesna Mikoli¢; Academician Zdravko Mlinar, Professor Emeritus;
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